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NURN 4263 Ethics and Legal Issues in Nursing (2 hour, theory only)

Course Description  This course provides an overview of legal and ethical issues for practicing nursing
professionals at the baccalaurcate level The nurse will explore the American Nurses™ Association professional
code of ethics as well as local. state and tederal laws applicable 1o the profession of nursing. The Texas Nurse
Practice Act and principles of ethical decision-making are applied to current nursing practice. The legislative
process and health care policies related to public safety and wellare as they relate to the development of the
future nursing practice environment will be examined (Core complete or permission ol instructor )

Course Objectives. Upon completion of this course the student will have had the opportunity to.
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Demonstrate knowledue of the Texas Nurse Practice Act and the Texas Board of Nursing Rules that
emphasize ethical and legal nursing practice (1. 0. 8)

Articulate knowledge of safe. ethical. and legal principles and standards of federal. state. and local
vsovernment. and accreditation organizations. (0. 8)

Examine standards of professional nursing. nursing code of ethics and statutory and case law in relation
to professional nursing practice (7. 8)

Examine strategies that influence legislative action processes and public pohey (6. 7. 10)

S Discuss vour role as a nurse at the baccalaurcate level in advocating for standards ol practice utilizing

professional and legislative processes (6, 8. Q)

Examine professional characteristics and values such as altruism, human dignity. truth, justice. freedom.
equality. and esthetics (0, 8)

Analvze implications of the mandatory reporting requirements ol the Texas Board of Nursing, (6. 8)

Utilize scholarly resources to address ethical and legal concerns that include past, present. and future
issues alfecting health care policies. (3, 0)

9 Demonstrate responsibility and accountability for independent learning and selt=evaluation (9)





